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Bridging Polarity Circle of Discernment seeks to understand the root causes that are driving
polarization in contemporary society, and to determine how to address them in a timely fashion



Divisions are Painful — How Do We Talk?
Building Bridges without Selling the Farm

Some thoughts on surviving to heal fractured times
Frank Granshaw 2019

____________________________ ARLIE RUSSELL

Progressive ideals | learned from my conservative family HOCHSCHILD

October 2019
An unfinished “grocery” list - Commentary to be added ST R A N G E R S
. If you make a mess clean up after yourself. I N T H E I R

. Tell the truth.
. Family is important. O C(’ N LA N D
. Children matter.

. If you need or want something work for it.

. Learn to share. You're not the only person in the universe.
. When you trade for something, be fair and don't cheat.

. Don't take things that don't belong to you.

. Treat others like you would like to be treated.

. Heroes help underdogs, they don't bully them.

. If someone needs help, help them because someday you might need help.

. Being a good neighbor makes for good neighborhoods.

. Genuinely strong leaders serve the people, the people don't serve them. ANGER AND MOURNING ON THE AMERICAN RIGHT
. It's important to be self-reliant. A Jourmey to the Hoart of Our Political Divide

. Work hard, but enjoy life.

. Money is nice, but it can't buy happiness.

. Don't waste.

. Don't spend beyond your means
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Organizations Transforming Polarization & Division

What follows are lists of organizations, groups, and people organized by sector that work to bridge divides in society and in their fields.
These divisions may be political, economic, or social but what these groups have in common is that they seek to build bridges between
divided communities.

General Resource and Cross Disciplinary Organizations and Networks

Journalism & Media

Government & Governance

Climate, Environment, & Energy

Bridging Rural-Urban Division

Education

Technology & Social Media

Business, Economics, & Finance

In Philanthropy

Home & Parenting

Faith Based Initiatives

In Healthcare
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https://icccr.tc.columbia.edu/resources/organizations-bridging-divides/



We are Not Divided

“ / A Reasons to be Cheerful project ABOUT CONTACT STORE o o @ o e sstal
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What a City-Sized Sharing Economy Looks Like @&®CBC il The Marshall Project
S S A Public Apology Seven Decades in the Making In this Connecticut Prison, the Guards Double as
How Canadian cities and First Nations territories discovered the catalytic e Mentors
power of collaboration. Bz STErvan

: Maurice Chammah
How two Canadians, united by an act of oppression, are transforming .

apology into art. What happens when incarcerated people see a correctional officer not as an

overlord, but as someone who can help?

Video Series: Bridging

Divides S
Meet the people whose real-life
experiences show us how divisions
can be overcome. United by Activism, What Canada Can Teach Why Millennials Are Moving
Separated by Decades America about Racial Into Convents With Nuns

Reconciliation

https://wearenotdivided.reasonstobecheerful.world/ A
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Courageous
Communication
Across Divides

Supporting collaborative deliberation in the face of

strong differences

WHAT WE DO —

https://www.resettingthetable.org/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH9t7ud7Jgk
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Frameworks
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FRAME
WORKS

Library

Welcome to FrameWorks’ library. Here
you can find all of our research and
recommendations—from reports to
toolkits—on every issue we’ve
investigated.

FrameWorks UK

About Library Issues Tools and Resources News Contact Q

Changing the
conversation on

social issues

Using framing to unlock change

Framing 101

Discover how the science of framing can
help us to be heard and understood. When
we change the story and how we tell it, we

can change the world.

Since 1999, FrameWorks has studied how
people think and talk about numerous
social issues — and how communications
can spark change. We live up to our
mission by sharing our research freely.

https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/
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About Library

FrameWorks UK

Issues Tools and Resources News Contact Q

Since 1999, FrameWorks has studied how people think and talk about
numerous social issues — and how communications can spark change.

We live up to our mission by sharing our research freely.

Aging

Framing can help address

negative attitudes toward aging.

FrameWorks' research offers
powerful ways to shift thinking
about aging and older people.

Education

Americans see the value of
education for their families—
but it’s harder toseeitasa
public good. FrameWorks’
advice widens the lens.

Child and Adolescent
Development

FrameWorks has the world’s
largest body of framing research
on children and adolescents. It
is used around the world to
create change.

Equity

How we talk about equity can
shift and change how people
think about it. It can reveal the
root causes of racial and social
disparifies. Tt can elevate

Climate Change and
Environment

Conversations about climate
change and our environment
can’t wait, but they must be
navigated carefully. The right
frames avoid dead-end debates
and despair.

Evidence-Based
Policymaking
The science of continuous

improvement and
implementation often get lost in

RSN ey g g S

Economic Justice

People know the economy isn’t
working, but not how it should
work, or what we need to do to
get there. Effective framing can
turn passive unease into active
support for economic justice.

Families

People associate family life with
personal or private life, making
it hard to think about a role for
public policy. Framing can help
shift nersnectives.



Cultural
Mindsets

Cultural mindsets are deep ways of thinking about the world that are part of our shared
culture. They shape how we make sense of the world and how we think about the existing
social order. Mindsets matter for social change because some of them naturalize the social
order and can be used to maintain the status quo, while others problematize the ways that
things work and can be used to contest and shift structures of power.

https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Moving-mindsets_how-to-shape-a-strategy.pdf



How to Reach Fundamentally Different Mindsets?

THE
RIGHTEOUS
MIND

WHO'S IN THE VIDEO

-

WHY GOOD
PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED
BY POLITICS AND
RELIGION

Y- v /8 JONATHAN

VIDEOS

Liberal brains are different from conservative H A I D T
brains, but dialogue is still possible

What the difference in brain structure between liberals and conservatives? And where do our political convictions come fro
rational deliberation, or biological determinism?

> 14 min — with Gall Saltz

peschPTION AN ¢ % ¥in https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_the
_moral_roots_of liberals_and_conservatives

What the difference in brain structure between liberals and conservatives? And where do our
political convictions come from: rational deliberation, or biological determinism?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kl-un8rHP14 https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt
_can_a_divided _america_heal
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o And Greensboro, NC
Religlous has meetings from
_eaders? every branch...

P Pl ) o022/3004

Can We All Be Friends?

523 views Sep 5,2016 This 30 min documentary takes you to Greensboro, NC, home of the one of iy Like GJ Dislike > share 3¢ Clip =+ Save
the largest Quaker populations in North America. This modest-sized city has every major branch of

Quakerism-from an all-silent meeting to an Evangelical Friends Church. But despite close

proximity, divides between these Quaker Meetings are seldom bridged. In this rare cross-

congregation dialogue, Friends examine issues they hold dear, giving compelling voice to the

current state of a rich religious tradition.

Film by Coleman Watts and Betsy Blake
Score: Jon Watts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghNKwyYdpZE ?



Role of
Media?

# 1 The Federalist - TheFederalist.com

Its second year at the top of the list, The Federalist is a powerhouse
of conservative thought with superb writers. Rather than focus on
breaking news, this site is a bastion of depth, breadth, and analysis. If
you're looking for rational and logical refutations of the leftist
worldview, this is an excellent place to start.

# 2 The Epoch Times - TheEpochTimes.com

Epoch continues its rise in the rankings after appearing for the first
time last year in sixth position. The site offers the whole package:
breaking news, analysis, opinion, and some exclusive shows.
Although Epoch’s digital site has a bit of a tangled and overcrowded
look, readers appreciate its voluminous content that carries with it
considerable original reporting.

# 3 Breitbart - Breitbart.com

Breitbart is the go-to site for ample coverage of all things political and
cultural. It has built a well-earned reputation for its bold style and
out-of-the-box conservative/libertarian thought and is the flagship of
in-your-face conservative commentary. Breitbart pulls few punches,
earning it the eternal contempt of the left - which its writers and
editors consider a badge of honor, no doubt.

# 4 American Thinker - AmericanThinker.com

With no-holds-barred deep dives into interactive topics of national
security, diplomacy, economic policy, and more, American Thinker
has become a staple for those who want more than just surface-level
coverage of stories important to conservatives.
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CONSERVATIVE
NEWS SITES

2022

*  #1-The Federalist

#2 - THE EPOCH TIMES
#3 - BREITBART
#4 - AMERICAN THINKER
#5 - TOWNHALL
16 - LIBERTY NATION
#7 - JUST THE NEWS
#8 - THE GATEWAY PUNDIT
#9 - PJ MEDIA
#10 - THE WASHINGTON EXAMINER
#11 - ZEROHEDGE
#12 - THE AMERICAN SPECTATOR
#13 - REASON
#14 - THE WASHINGTON TIMES
#15 - JUDICIAL WATCH
#16 - NATIONAL REVIEW
#17 - REAL CLEAR POLITICS
#18 - DANN
#19 - MEDIA RESEARCH CENTER
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https://www.libertynation.com/top-conservative-news-sites/
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Queries

1. What, if anything, is the Light Within calling Friends to do in response to the unprecedented rise
of domestic extremism, white supremacy, and authoritarianism that is threatening the destruction of
our democracy at home and abroad?

2. How can I/we respond with resolute love even while I/we may be struggling with fear, anger,
apathy, or hate?

3. How can we consider individuals and their beliefs as separate, and then both speak and listen
to that of God in the individual?

4. How can we scale up dialogue processes that have been effective in bridging polarity to reach
common ground?



Responses

* Aboutissues

* Need honest brokers of information

* Deeply held positions cannot be changed by argument — what is goal?

* Look for causes of polarization, winning re-election by extremism, do open primaries affect political discourse?

. Asyr(ljﬁngletry in human psychology, easier to float downstream than swim upstream, human flaw avoiding hard work
neede

* Improvements in voting, open primaries, ranked choice voting

e Utterly corrupt empire

* Tapestry with many threads, consider goal to find right threads to tug, who to focus time and energy on
* Political fear and hate mongering

* Shared food and song, how to keep shining a light, keep doing what we do

* Media game is viewers, shock brings in viewers

* Vicious cycle and race to the bottom, ratcheted up by media shouting causes, with people goal is to reverse vicious
cycle to virtuous cycle

* International news media provide different perspectives
* NewsMax, hard to listen to

* Recognize major successes of Biden admin bipartisanship
e Shared security is common ground



New Resources

https://adfontesmedia.com/static-mbc/?utm_source=HomePage StaticMBC_Button&utm_medium=0nWebSite_Button

The Politics Industry: How Political Innovation Can Break Partisan Gridlock and Save Our Democracy
Hardcover — June 23, 2020 by Katherine M. Gehl (Author), Michael E. Porter

https://electionscience.org/library/approval-voting/

VIP - Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity
https://truthout.org/authors/veteran-intelligence-professionals-for-sanity/



Directions?

* CoD achieved one of its initial goals - better understanding of ways of
communicating within families

e Distinction between “fundamentals” (values, worldview, mindsets)
and “social stage” (media, political “win at all costs”)

* Understanding goal helps define which threads of tapestry to tug on
* Need to find common ground to support common good
e Urgent Call seems to (usefully) address political arena?



