
Genetically Modified 
Crops: Promises, 
Perils, and the Need for 
Public Policy assesses 
the record of genetically 
modified crops and the 
role of public policy in 
their regulation within an 
ethical concern for equity, 
the environment, and the 
common good.        $12         

Quakers, expert in 
both the technical and 
ethical issues, pro-
vide key information, 
critical analysis and 
thoughtful dialogue on 
choices for our energy 
future. Fueling Our 
Future will assist con-
cerned citizens in their 
evaluation of public 
policy and personal 
choices.     $12.                                         

How on Earth Do We 
Live Now? arose from 
a dilemma between the 
world views of natu-
ral capital and deep 
ecology. A Circle of 
Discernment met over 
two years studying 
property, water, gover-
nance of the commons, 
and human capacity for 
cooperative action for the 
common good.         $12

Research in the Manner of Friends
Circles of Discernment

We live in a time when human adaptation to eco-
logical, economic, and social realities must be re-
thought and re-designed because catastrophic 
breakdown and lethal conflict are accumulating. 
Circles of Discernment (CoD) are small groups, 
either in one location or working via conference 
call and email, who study research topics of critical 
importance for the future of life on Earth. 

Summer Research Seminar
QIF’s Summer Research Seminars (SRS) are held 
yearly to advance Spirit-led inquiry. Friends speak 
of their core spiritual exercise as a “meeting for wor-
ship.” The SRS can be thought of as a “meeting for 
worship for the conduct of research.”  
As individuals share their projects in a  process of 
collaborative discernment, research findings may 
arrive at a configuration of knowledge that would 
not have occurred through individual efforts. Daily 
schedules include silent worship, presentations, 
group discernment, solo research time, and  con-
vivial activities. QIF’s website <quakerinstitute.org> 
has reports from past Seminars. 

How Does Societal 
Transformation Happen? 
uses analysis of values sys-
tems to facilitate the kind 
of societal transformation 
required to stop the current 
slide into catastrophe and 
advance the growth of well-
being for human communi-
ties and the whole common-
wealth of life.     $12

The economies of most 
nations require growth to func-
tion, but it makes the wealthi-
est wealthier, while unemploy-
ment, hunger, and violence 
are widespread. Human 
economies are already larger 
than Earth’s ecosystems can 
continue to support. It’s the 
Economy, Friends is a primer 
to help understand the com-
plexities of the economy. $15   

QIF Focus Books
CoDs often prepare QIF Focus Books for publica-
tion from their discernment. The titles that follow are 
the result of research in the manner of Friends from 
2007 to 2018.

Sponsorship
QIF is a nonprofit network organization of volun-
teer Associates. QIF has no staff. All donations go 
directly to meet the costs of QIF operation and pub-
lications. All income from the sale of publications is 
returned to the general QIF fund. If you are drawn 
to support this work as a financial sponsor, a tax 
deductible receipt will be provided. Please send 
your contribution to: 
QIF Treasurer Charles Blanchard, 526 Cornell, 
Albany, CA 94706. Contributions can also be made 
on the QIF website <quakerinstitute.org>.

Clerk, Gary Cox <gray@coa.edu>

Beyond the Growth Dilemma 
builds a framework for the 
changes that are needed for 
an ecologically integrated 
economy. This kind of econ-
omy leads to prosperous and 
thriving lives for humans and 
other creatures within the 
limits of planet Earth.   $15              



QIF Focus Books are published 
by <producciones-hamaca.com>

QIF publications, including Right Relationship 
and QIF Focus Books can be ordered from:
Keith Helmuth <keithhelmuth@gmail.com>,  
QuakerBooks <QuakerBooks.org>, Amazon, 
and other online bookstores.

Quaker Institute 
  for the Future  

Mission 
The mission of  Quaker Institute of the Future  
is to advance a global future of inclusion, 
social and economic justice, and ecological 
well being through participatory research and 
discernment.

Right Relationship: Building a Whole Earth 
Economy by Peter G. Brown and Geoffrey Garver 
with Keith Helmuth, Robert Howell, and Steve 
Szeghi was published in 2009 by Berrett-Koehler 
Publishers of San Francisco.                  US$ 16.95
 

A Quaker Approach to 
Research reports on a 
decade of experiments by 
QIF employing Quaker pro-
cesses of communal discern-
ment in research, assuming 
that Spirit-led governance 
could be adapted for Spirit-
led research. This QIF Focus 
Book is itself the product of a 
Circle of Discernment.    $15

Climate, Food, and Violence 
takes up the double challenge of 
feeding a growing human popula-
tion in the face of climate change. 
The purpose of this QIF Focus 
Book is to provide the information 
needed to understand the issues 
arising in this double challenge 
in an accessible form to facilitate 
appropriate action.           $15 

Rising to the Challenge 
arises from the author’s 
interviews with people from 
diverse faith traditions in 
Europe, Latin America, 
and the U.S. who are work-
ing with the Transition 
Movement for the good of 
their communities and the 
planet. The book provides 
practical insights for doing 
this work.             $15       

Toward a Right Relationship 
with Finance explores the 
mis-match between the cur-
rent financial system and 
Quaker values, the dilemma of 
income security that depends 
on the performance of Wall 
Street. Alternatives offered 
for advancing equitable and 
sustainble security build on 
cooperatives and community 
solidarity.              $15

Over the course of 350 years, the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) has pioneered a  

practice of communal discernment and group deci-
sion-making capable of building community in the 
midst of diversity. 
Quaker Institute for the Future (QIF) was founded to 
carry Friends’ extensive experience with Spirit-led 
communal discernment into the activity of research. 
QIF’s initial Moral Economy research group pro-
duced a book based on the core Quaker principle of 
“right relationship.” It lays out a new economic model 
and addresses  global environmental governance.

Energy Choices: Oppor-
tunities to Make Wise 
Decisions for a Sustainable 
Future focuses on steps that 
we can take as individuals 
to reduce fossil fuel emis-
sions in our daily lives. Rapid 
advances in solar and wind 
energy, electrification of 
transportation, and energy 
storage are making the move 
to clean renewable energy 
quite feasible and even 
cheaper in the long run. $15

Quaker Institute for the Future
quakerinstitute.org

Clerk: Gray Cox <gcox@coa.edu>
QIF Board: Paul Alexander, 
Charles Blanchard, Gray Cox, 

Elaine Emmi, Phil  Emmi, Geoff 
Garver, Keith Helmuth, Laura Holliday, 

Leonard Joy, John Lodenkamper, Judy Lumb, 
Shelley Tanenbaum, and Sara 
Wolcott.        July 2016

Toward a Life-Centered 
Economy: Restructuring the 
Money-Centered Economy 
shows that our current money-
centered economy is not sus-
tainable because it is depen-
dent on infinite growth. A 
life-centered economic sys-
tem can develop from the 
grassroots in parallel with the 
current system and replace 
its worst aspects. It empha-
sizes “quality of life” over 
“quantity of stuff.”  $15


